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PUBLIC SCHOOLS — ABORIGINAL STUDENTS 

Statement by Minister for Education 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [1.05 pm]: I am pleased to inform 
the house that I have announced a number of new developments to improve the learning and wellbeing of 
Aboriginal students in public schools across the state. I am particularly pleased to advise that four prominent and 
well-regarded Aboriginal people will support the work of the Department of Education in this vital endeavour. 
These people are Professor Colleen Hayward, AM; Mr Ian Trust; Assistant Professor Paulina Motlop; and 
Mr Kevin O’Keefe. 

I have appointed Professor Hayward and Mr Trust as elders in residence to provide their expertise, knowledge 
and support to public schooling directions in relation to Aboriginal children and families. Professor Hayward is 
pro-vice-chancellor, equity and Indigenous, and head of Kurongkurl Katitjin Centre for Indigenous Australian 
Education and Research at Edith Cowan University. She has provided significant input into policies and 
programs on a wide range of matters over the past 30 years. Mr Trust is chair of the Western Australian 
Aboriginal Advisory Council, chair of Aarnja Ltd, deputy chair of the Kimberley Development Commission and 
executive chair of the Wunan Foundation. He has spent the past 30 years working to drive social and economic 
change for Aboriginal people in the East Kimberley. The key role of the elders in residence is to help build 
stronger relationships with Aboriginal communities and families to improve the learning and wellbeing of 
Aboriginal students. Professor Hayward and Mr Trust will visit schools across WA to help build stronger 
partnerships with local Aboriginal people. They will also contribute to staff development by providing input into 
professional learning, and lead consultations between schools and communities to help break down barriers. 

Professor Motlop will take up the position of director of Aboriginal education teaching and learning, heading up 
a new directorate in the department specifically focused on how teachers can best teach Aboriginal students. She 
is currently in a leadership role in the school of Indigenous studies at the University of Western Australia. 
Professor Motlop was born in Darwin, but she grew up and went to school in Perth. She taught in schools in 
Darwin, and has had leadership roles in the Northern Territory. Mr O’Keefe is currently the executive principal 
of Ngaanyatjarra Lands School. He is a highly regarded principal and will support Professor Motlop as an 
adviser to principals to lead school improvement in the area of Aboriginal education. The new directorate will be 
staffed by teachers with a record of successful practices in teaching Aboriginal students. They will help teachers 
in schools to improve their practices through support, advice and professional learning. Also, there will be 
strengthened support in the areas of Aboriginal attendance, behaviour, disability and partnerships, as well as 
research partnerships with universities and other expert groups. Initially, a $150 000 research grant will focus on 
how to provide better support and guidance for teachers working with Aboriginal students in schools. 

This government already has initiated a number of reforms specifically targeted at Aboriginal families and 
children. This year we opened 37 KindiLink programs across the state for three-year-old Aboriginal children and 
their parents and carers as part of a three-year pilot program. KindiLink supports families to ensure that their 
young children are ready for school. We are also the only jurisdiction in Australia to have an 
“Aboriginal Cultural Standards Framework” for public schools. Although we have a long record of raising 
awareness about Aboriginal histories, cultures and languages, it is time to translate this awareness into culturally 
responsive actions, and the framework supports schools to do this. I am very pleased that the 
Partnership, Acceptance, Learning and Sharing—PALS—program now has more than 500 schools participating 
in projects that aim to increase students’ understanding of Aboriginal cultures. This has grown from fewer than 
200 schools just a couple of years ago. With the new languages curriculum being implemented from 2018, there 
is also an opportunity for more schools to teach Aboriginal languages. These strengthened directions in 
Aboriginal education are very important in our endeavours to achieve equality for Aboriginal children and young 
people across Western Australia. 
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